10 REASONS TO LOVE LITTLE ROCK

Thanks to our beauty, brains and loads of personality, a lot of people find a lot to love here. Basically, we’re the whole package.
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Inventive Thinking
A variety of innovative, industry-disrupting companies find themselves right at
home here, including Acxiom, Dillard’s, Stephens Inc., and Windstream.
Organizations like the Innovation Hub, Little Rock Tech Park and The Venture
Center also contribute to our creative, forward-thinking culture. In fact, we’re
considered the birthplace of FinTech thanks to our VC FinTech Accelerator,
created through a partnership between Little Rock-founded global powerhouse
FIS and The Venture Center. The accelerator hosts burgeoning tech companies
from all over the world in Little Rock over the summer. Each company is given
access to the tools and mentorship needed to hone their business model, get
their product market-ready – and revolutionize the FinTech industry.
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Leisurely Living
We don’t live life in a rut – or in monotonous traffic. Our workforce enjoys an
average work commute of 20 minutes, and residents can hop between historic
neighborhoods, shopping and entertainment districts, our technology quarter,
the Creative Corridor and suburban areas with ease. Skipping town is just as
easy as getting around town too, thanks to our central location. We’re within a
day’s drive from mountains, lakes, beautiful beaches and several large
metropolitan cities, and 12 major hub cities are reachable through a direct
flight from the Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport.
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Gifted Residents
We’re quite the Renaissance city. Our range of school and city programs,
including the statewide coding initiative, have allowed us to build skilled,
dynamic workforces for a variety of industries. Thanks to our creative culture,
talent flocks here, and we were even named one of the “Top 50 Best Cities for
New Graduates” by Goodcall.com.

Enthusiasm for Eco-friendly
We like to take good care of ourselves by encouraging sustainable, environmentally-friendly
practices. We’re home to the first Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Platinum status Federal building, The Clinton Presidential Library. We also have another LEED
Platinum status building, the Heifer International Headquarters, and a total of 53 LEED
projects. We like our food sustainably produced too, and have farmer’s markets throughout
the city. The popular Little Rock Farmer’s Market, located in the River Market district, was
named a standout farmer’s market by USAToday.com.
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Picturesque Natural Areas
Bigger isn’t always better – except when it comes to nature. Here, outdoor and recreation
opportunities abound within our 52 city parks that make up more than 5,000 acres. Our
88-mile Arkansas River Trail snakes through the entire central Arkansas area and
connects 38 parks and six museums. For those looking for a little more altitude, Pinnacle
Mountain State Park has two different trails that wind up to a 1,000-foot peak in the
foothills of the Ouachita Mountain Range.
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Southern Comfort
Thanks to our southern warmth and charm, we can make anyone feel at home, and our
weather doesn’t hurt either. We average 217 sunny days each year, and are one of the few
locales to truly experience all four seasons – think hot summers spent lakeside, crisp
autumns with colorful foliage, brisk winters with a few snow days, and the most
gorgeous springs in the country. We also have a thriving entertainment and dining scene
(Little Rock was named a Secret Foodie City by ForbesTravelGuide.com), which was one
of the reasons we were named to the Forbes Top 15 Best Cities for Young Adults in 2014.

International Connections
We may call ourselves Little Rock, but we don’t live under one. Our
globally-connected city hosts locations for more than 40 international
companies, including Dassault Falcon Jet, Welspun, L’Oreal USA and Orbea.
The local Little Rock Port Authority is also designated as Foreign Trade Zone
14, and we serve as a U.S. Customs Port of Entry for freight with customs
officials on call.

Ample Education Opportunities
You can have beauty and brains – we’re proof. Little Rock is home to higher education
institutions with a range of specialties. We have the Clinton School of Public Service –
the first school in the nation to offer a Master of Public Service (MPS) degree. The Clinton
School of Public Service Speaker Series hosts a range of notable guests such as Buzz
Aldrin, Geena Davis and, of course, the center’s namesake, Bill Clinton. We’re also proud
home to the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, the University of Arkansas Pulaski
Technical College, and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences.

Financial Freedom
Where’s the fun in life if almost all your paycheck is spent on bills? We enjoy
the finer things in life, and thanks to a lower cost of living than other cities, we
can afford them. Financial goals like purchasing property are also more
attainable here. 57% of our population owns their own homes, and each
household has an average of two cars. We were even named “15th Most
Affordable Place to Live” by U.S. News & World Report in 2017.
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Devotion to Doing Good
Our pursuit of greatness is never finished, and our commitment to improve life locally often
has global impacts. Both poverty-ending, world-saving Heifer International and Winrock
International are headquartered here, and our Clinton School of Public Service is one of the
few places in the country students can earn a master's degree in public service. We’re also
changing the medical landscape through the UAMS BioVentures program, which takes
research conducted at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and turns the findings
into revolutionary health products such as Safe Foods, Omnibalm, and eDoc America.

